
ENDORSEMENTS for the IN MY POCKET Project: 
 
The students at schools where we have delivered incursions were asked 
afterwards for their Reflections. They were asked what the story meant 
to them and why they painted their calico pockets in the way they did. 
Teachers who were present in the classrooms were also asked if the 
goals were achieved. 
These responses are the specific results of the broader outcomes the In 
My Pocket project aims to achieve. 
We have included a Facebook post, a newspaper article, a school’s 
newsletter report and the Ballajura library thank-you.   
There are photos of incursions. 
 
Here are some examples: 
 
Year 6 teacher, Tuart Hill PS: 
 
Hello Jill and Eli, 
 
On behalf of all the year 6 students and teachers I would like to sincerely thank you for the wonderful 
experience you gave our students. Jill, your reading of the book was so inspiring to all of us. The 
students were all thoroughly engaged and loved the book and its messages of kindness and 
inclusivity. Thanks so much for the generosity of your resources, but more importantly your valuable 
time. 
 
We will certainly remember you and we wish you both well. 

 
 
Associate Principal, Secret Harbour Primary School: 
 
Thank you so much for providing such a worthwhile and thoughtful, cultural art and 
literature experience, In My Pocket, for our children at Secret Harbour PS. I love and 
appreciate the work that has gone into creating such a positive opportunity to develop 
empathy, kindness and inclusivity for our students, (and many other children across 
multicultural Australia.) You are amazing and I wish you all the best in the future with your 
project. I will certainly pass on the website to other schools, with my warmest 
recommendations. 
 

 
Book Week literary incursion: IN MY POCKET: 



Class 5 at West Coast Steiner School was extremely fortunate to enjoy a Book 
Week literary incursion from the We are Here! Foundation. We studied an 
autobiographical story written by Dorrith Sim, one of ten thousand Jewish children 
rescued from Germany by the Kindertransport charity before World War Two 
broke out. Dorrith’s inspiring story, “In my Pocket” described her experience as a 
seven year old travelling to her adoptive family in Scotland, the inclusivity and 
belonging extended to her by strangers, and the strategies she used to learn the 
English language where she would store each new word in a “pocket” in her 
memory. 

After discussing the story and illustrations, the children designed and painted their 
own pockets containing those things most precious to each of them. They then 
wrote thank you cards for the organisers, Jill and Eli Rabinowitz. Please enjoy a 
glimpse into the children’s insights from their thank you reflections. 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Jill and Eli for providing such an engaging, 
thought-provoking and heart-warming incursion for the children. 

“I learned that you can find light even in the darkest of places.” – Liam 

“I think what people can learn is simple but beautiful: people who haven’t been 
through it can learn to support others, while people who have been through it can 
let it out and relate to others.” – Nalina 

“One of the ways you can learn is that you have to be respectful of people because 
of their history and backgrounds, they might be carrying sadness about it.” – 
Matilda 

“I think that Dorrith felt like children should know what is happening in the world, 
and I agree.” – Harriet 

“The story tells people that kindness from strangers can really save a life…Dorrith 
used her “pocket” to store precious memories while focusing on the present.” – 
Norah 

“I think it’s important for people to learn about how refugees might be feeling and 
how they can help.” – Austin 

“Nothing is impossible if I try! I think the story started out sad, but had a happy 
ending. I love happy endings!” – Eduarda 

 

 
Youth Services Librarian, City of Bayswater: 
  



The In My Pocket workshop is a wonderful opportunity for children to go 
along on a journey where they can gain insight into the experiences of a 
refugee child and imagine themselves in their shoes. Jill lead a discussion 
that provoked thoughtful responses from the children and helped them to 
understand the context of the story. The children were able to be creative 
and express themselves in the design of their pockets which reflected 
their thoughts about the themes of kindness and acceptance and 
produced some amazing pieces! 
  

 
Teacher, Year 5/6, South Perth PS: 
 
This afternoon, Room 10 welcomed some guests, Jill and Eli, into 
our classroom to host an incursion.  It ran for two hours, which 
allowed time for reading and discussing the short story, 
'In My Pocket', and then the art component, designing and painting 
calico pockets. 
This activity links with our HASS units that focus on migration, as 
well as with themes of multiculturalism and diversity in our 
community. The kids all enjoyed hearing the story, discussing 
different aspects of it and they really enjoyed the painting at the 
end.  
The session helped develop a greater sense of empathy for people 
displaced from their homes by war or natural disasters.  
Each child received their own mini version of the book and a 
certificate.  
Our pockets are drying at school, but here is a sneak peek. I think 
they look amazing! 
 
Teacher, Year 6, Maylands Peninsula PS: 
 
Jill had some great questions that required them to think critically 
about the text and also analyse the images in the book. I loved the 
theme of kindness and spotting the acts of compassion along the way.  
 
 
 



Student, Year 5: 
 
What did you decide to draw on your pocket? Why? 

 

I decided to paint a red broken heart because 

when she put her parents’ note in her pocket and 

read it every day it resembled love and faith. 

It also meant that her heart was half in her 

homeland and half in her new life. I also drew a 

note because it was from Dorrith’s parents and 

was very meaningful to her. She wanted to keep 

her precious memories of her Mutti and Vati safe 

in her pocket, which is a metaphor for her 

memory. I think that was very brave of her. It 

taught me how people from other countries need 

kindness to help them feel that they belong. 

Linda, Attadale Primary School. 
 

 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
Jill presenting the incursion  

 

















 







 

 
Hi Jill and Eli, 
 
Thank you for all the time, effort and passion you put into your incursion. We had a wonderful time 
yesterday and the children enjoyed learning something new. I have attached a photo of some of their 
reflections. Thank you for sharing all of the photos. If you would like me to write a review somewhere, 
please let me know. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Katerina Blazevska 

Year 5 Classroom Teacher 

Rivervale Primary school 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


